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What is Permaculture?

“Permaculture is the use of systems thinking and 
design principles that provide the organizing 
framework for humans to consciously design 

landscapes which mimic the patterns and 
relationships found in nature, while yielding an 

abundance of food, fiber and energy for 
provision of local needs.”

David Holmgren, “Permaculture: Principles and Pathways Beyond Sustainability”



Short Definition

The mimicking of natural ecosystem functions in 
order to provide all of our needs while positively 

affecting the landscape. 



Creators of Permaculture

Bill Molison

David Holmgren



Original Publications



Permaculture Ethics

• Care for the Earth

• Care for People

• Set Limits to Consumption and 
Redistribute Surplus



Care for the Earth

• Gaia Hypothesis

• Living Soil

• Stewardship

• Biodiversity

• Living Things



Care for People

• Care for Self

• Non-Material Well Being



Set Limits to Consumption and 
Redistribute Surplus

• Abundance and Limits of Nature

• Redistribution of Surplus



Permaculture Principles



Observe and Interact



Catch and Store Energy



Obtain a Yield



Apply Self Regulation and Accept 
Feedback



Use and Value Renewable Resources 
and Services



Produce No Waste



Design from Patterns to Details



Integrate Rather than Segregate



Use Small and Slow Solutions



Use and Value Diversity



Use Edges and Value the Marginal



Creatively Use and Respond to Change



Accounting of Energies Moving Across the Site

https://santacruzpermaculture.com/2018/01/fruit-trees-part-2/sector-analysis/



Zone Analysis





‘Regrarians®, the Regrarians Platform® and the Regrarians® Logo are all trademarked brands and marks owned by Regrarians Ltd. 
founding director Darren J. Doherty – www.Regrarians.org’
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1. Climate

2. Geography 

3. Water 
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5. Ecosystems
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7. Fencing
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9. Economy

10. Energy



Events

• Wisconsin Permaculture Convergence
www.wisconsinpermacultureconvergence.com

• Madison Area Permaculture Guild Slow PDC
https://madisonareapermacultureguild.org/pdc202
2/ 

http://www.wisconsinpermacultureconvergence.com/
http://www.madisonareapermacultureguild.org/
http://www.madisonareapermacultureguild.org/


Resources

• Permaculture Designers Manual - Bill Mollison

• Permaculture: Principles and Pathways 
Beyond Sustainability - David Holmgren

• The Permaculture City - Toby Hemmingway

• Gaias Garden - Toby Hemmingway

• Earth User’s Guide to Permaculture - Rosemary 
Morrow

• Regrarians Handbook
• Sepp Holzer’s Permaculture – Sepp Holzer



Websites

• https://madisonareapermacultureguild.org/
• www.wisconsinpermacultureconvergence.com
• https://permacultureprinciples.com/
• www.permies.com

• www.permaculturenews.org

• www.regrarians.org

• https://www.discoverpermaculture.com/

https://madisonareapermacultureguild.org/
http://www.wisconsinpermacultureconvergence.com
https://permacultureprinciples.com/
http://www.permies.com/
http://www.permaculturenews.org/
http://www.regrarians.org/
https://www.discoverpermaculture.com/


Questions?


